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armies. Up till then there had been a very strong feeling
in the country against intervention in a dispute that
originally concerned only Austria and Servia. But this
violation of Belgian territory brought all parties together,
and the ultimatum to Germany, expiring at midnight on
Tuesday, August 4, was signed by the entire nation.

Next morning in Berlin, just before Sir Edward Goschen
and the staff of the British Embassy left for England, the
Emperor sent a message to the Ambassador by an aide-
de-camp. He requested His Excellency to tell King
George that c in consequence of what had occurred ' he
must resign his posts as Field-Marshal in the British Army
and Admiral of the British Navy.1

Such was his final gesture, with which all his relations
with the country of his mother were closed,

1 Wickham Steed, Through Thirty Years, ii. p. 30.